
Complete Streets
Panelists:

Jerry Bridges (MCCOG)
Josh Desmond (BMCMPO)

Steve Strains (NIRPC)

Annual Indiana MPO Conference September 15, 2010

Moderator:
Raymond Hess  (BMCMPO)



What are Complete Streets?

“Complete streets are designed and 
operated to enable safe access for 
all users. Pedestrians, bicyclists, 
motorists and transit riders of all 
ages and abilities must be able to 
safely move along and across a 
complete street.”

-Complete Streets Coalition



What are Complete Streets?

http://www.flickr.com/photos/completestreets/

http://www.michaelronkin.com/samples.htm



Typical Complete Streets 
Solutions

• Sidewalks/Side paths
• Curb bulb-outs 
• Curb turning radii
• Turning lanes and “pork chops”
• Mid-block crossing and median 

refuges, trail crossings
• Signalized crossings/Ped-

Countdowns
• Roundabouts

Source:  Steve Strains

http://www.flickr.com/photos/completestreets/347746
9412/in/set-72157617261981677/



What are Complete Streets?

http://www.mhd.state.ma.us/default.asp?pgid=content/designGuide&sid
=about

http://egov.cityofchicago.org/webportal/COCWebPortal/COC_EDITORIAL/S
afeStreetsforChicago_2.pdf



Successful Complete Streets 
Policies

• Sets a vision
• Specifies all users
• Encourages Connectivity of network
• Is applicable to all roads
• Applies to new and retrofit projects



Successful Complete Streets 
Policies

• Provides for exceptions
• Encourages best design standards
• Complements community context
• Establishes performance standards
• Identifies steps for implementation

http://www.michaelronkin.com/samples.htm



Benefits of Complete Streets

• Makes economic sense
• Improves safety
• Encourages improvements to health
• Eases transportation woes
• Helps children
• Promotes better air quality
• Makes fiscal sense

Source:  Steve Strains

http://www.flickr.com/photos/completestreets/347746
9412/in/set-72157617261981677/



Complete Streets – Coming to 
a Street Near You!

• Over 150 Complete Streets Policies

http://www.completestreets.org/complete-streets-fundamentals/complete-streets-atlas/



Panel Discussion

• If you were a form of transportation, 
what would you be and why? 



Panel Discussion

• What was the impetus for creating a 
Complete Streets Policy for your 
MPO? 



Panel Discussion

• How long did it take for you to 
develop and adopt your Complete 
Streets Policy? 

http://www.michaelronkin.com/samples.htm



Panel Discussion

• Please give an overview of your 
Complete Streets Policy 
(provisions/requirements/etc.) 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/completestreets/347746
9412/in/set-72157617261981677/



Panel Discussion

• What impact on projects (if any) has 
the policy had since its adoption? 



Panel Discussion

• Did you experience resistance from 
any people or groups during 
development of your Complete 
Streets Policy? Who were they and 
how did you deal with them? 



Panel Discussion

• What advice would you give another 
MPO (or community) if they wanted 
to develop a Complete Streets 
Policy? 

http://www.michaelronkin.com/samples.htm



Panel Discussion

• How do you deal with the perception 
that Complete Streets Policies might 
cause a project to cost more than it 
would without such requirements? 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/completestreets/347746
9412/in/set-72157617261981677/



Panel Discussion

• Has your policy been “tested” by a 
unique project? What was the 
outcome? 



Panel Discussion

• Do you foresee making any changes 
to your policy in the future? If so, 
what are they and why are they 
warranted? 



Complete Streets Resources

• Complete Streets Coalition:  
– http://www.completestreets.org/

• Alliance for Walking & Biking:
– http://www.thunderheadalliance.org/pdf/Guide%20Excerpts.pdf

• AARP:
– http://www.aarp.org/home-garden/livable-communities/info-08-

2009/Planning_Complete_Streets_for_an_Aging_America.html

• BMCMPO:
– www.bloomington.in.gov/clearinghouse

• MCCOG:
– http://www.mccog.net/Complete%20Streets/CompleteStreets.html

• NIRPC:
– http://www.nirpc.org/transportation/pdf/CompleteStreetsGuidelinesFIN

AL.pdf

http://www.michaelronkin.com/samples.htm
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Thank You!
Jerry Bridges, AICP
MCCOG
16 E. 9th St. 
Anderson, IN 46016
ph: (765)641-9482
jbridges@mccog.net

Josh Desmond, AICP
BMCMPO
401 N. Morton St. Ste. 160
PO Box 100
Bloomington, IN 47402
ph: (812)349-3423
desmondj@bloomington.in.gov

Steve Strains, AICP
NIRPC
6100 Southport Road
Portage, IN 46368
ph: (219)763-6060
sstrains@nirpc.org
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