Kentucky Congestion Mitigation And Air Quality (CMAQ) Program Application Instructions   


OVERVIEW & ELIGIBILITY

The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Program is a transportation improvement program focused on reducing emissions in areas designated as nonattainment or maintenance for the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).  CMAQ funds are available to state and local government agencies as well as private entities through public/private partnerships.  Nonprofit organizations may also apply in partnership with a state or local government agency.

Federal Highway Administration CMAQ funds must be spent in nonattainment or maintenance areas as determined by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  The following counties in Kentucky are eligible for funding:

· Boone, Boyd, Bullitt, Campbell, Christian, Daviess, Edmonson, Fayette, Jefferson, Kenton, Marshall, Oldham, Scott

· Portions of Greenup, Hancock, Lawrence, Livingston

The following project categories are eligible for CMAQ funding (these categories should be used on the application for type of CMAQ project):

· Demand Management

· Inspection and Maintenance Programs and other Transportation Control Measures

· Pedestrian and Bicycle Programs

· Shared Ride

· Traffic Flow Improvements

· Transit

Applicants must complete requirements from Federal Highway Administration, the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) Office of Local Programs (OLP) and the State Clearinghouse to be considered for funding.  The State Clearinghouse requirements are described on page 3.

To apply for CMAQ funds, an applicant must be located in one or more of the eligible areas and be proposing a project that falls into one or more of the eligible categories.  The project must be transportation related, reduce emissions and in a non-attainment or maintenance area. If the eligibility criteria are met, the government sponsor should complete the application requirements and submit the completed documents no later than March 31, 2010.  If a proposed project is located within an urbanized area, the applicant is to submit a copy of the completed application to the appropriate Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) as well as the six (6) required copies to KYTC.  The MPO will review and make a prioritized recommendation to KYTC.  If the proposed project is not located in an urbanized area, the application should be submitted directly to the OLP.

OVERVIEW & ELIGIBILITY (Continued)

KYTC will make the final decision regarding project selection after reviewing all projects submitted (both to the OLP and the MPO) and considering the prioritized list of projects submitted by each MPO.  Recipients of funds will be required to attend an Implementation workshop after the awards are announced.  Failure to participate in an implementation workshop may result in reassignment of funds to another project.  Recipients will be required to adhere to the Interim Federal-Aid Highway Program Project Development Guide for Local Public Agencies (www.transportation.ky.gov/highways/LPA/index.html).

Office of Local Program Requirements

When completing the application, applicants shall follow these guidelines:

· Review thoroughly the Kentucky Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality (CMAQ) Program guidelines on the Office of Local Programs website (www.tea21.ky.gov)

· Follow the instructions exactly (failure to submit complete and accurate information by the deadline may result in rejection of the request for CMAQ funding).

· Type the application and staple or use binder clip.

· Clearly identify the Project Name and Sponsor on the front of the application packet.

· Submit six (6) identical copies of the completed application postmarked on or before March 31, 2010.  As noted on page 1, a copy of the application for all projects in an urbanized area must be submitted to the appropriate Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO).  

· When considering a project title please include a concise explanation and location of the project.

· Project description should give a clear, concise, and detailed representation of the project specifics including project termini (i.e., beginning and ending points) referencing which side of the street/road work will occur.

Applications for all potential projects shall be submitted to:

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

Office of Local Programs:  CMAQ

200 Mero Street, 6th Floor

Frankfort, Kentucky 40622

Transportation Financial Assistance Programs

It is the policy of the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) that certified Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBEs) shall have the opportunity to participate in the performance of CMAQ projects financed in whole or in part by federal funds.  To that end, KYTC shall comply with the regulations found in 49 CFR part 26.

Refer to subpart d, Certification Standards 26.61, which governs the regulation for certification of DBEs.  For additional information, visit the FHWA’s website:

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/civilrights/eo.htm.

Please be familiar with these requirements and any questions may be directed to:

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

Office for Civil Rights and Small Business Development

DBE Liaison Officer

200 Mero Street, 6th Floor West

Frankfort, Kentucky 40622

(800)928-3079

State Clearinghouse Requirements

Pursuant to Presidential Executive Order 12372, applicants shall submit to the State Clearinghouse for Intergovernmental Review ten (10) copies of the following before submitting the full application to the Office of Local Programs (OLP):

· Cover letter identifying the funding program

· Application for Federal Assistance (424 form)

· Brief narrative describing the project

· Detailed budget

· 8 ½” x 11” topographical map, if necessary, clearly showing the activity for which funding is sought

The State Clearinghouse does not require that the requesting agency submit the entire application as sent to the OLP.  A link to the State Clearinghouse may be found at www.dlg.ky.gov/clearinghouse/.

The applicant shall submit these documents to:

Department of Local Government

State Clearinghouse

1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 340


Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

